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REPORTER Morton, Susan R.

TITLE xund house site : survey report, 1937 Apr. 15 / research made by Susan R.

orton.
4 leaves.

NOTE Map location number: PW146

NOTE Additional report with same map location number: VHIR/22/0707

NOTE Class: Home

NOTE Building date: Post 1750

NOTE Building plan: Square

NOTE [Number of stories: 2

NOTE Building material: Brick

NOTE Location: .2 mile from Dunfries on Rt. 1.

NOTE Primary owners: Willoughby Tebbs, George Merchant, King family, C.F. Brown
The house was destroyed by a gale a few years before the report date, but the
stone from the cellar was used to build another house on the same site.

NOTE Willoughby Tebbs was shot by Henry Lee here. During the Civil War, the house
was a hospital and campground. Damaged during the war, the house was repaired
and used for a school. A hidden wine cellar was discovered during the salvage
operation.

NOTE Includes description of the house, interior and site.

NOTE Includes abstracts of title.

gggﬁl:.r Also available on microfilm.

This write-up is a part of the Virginia W.P.A. Historical Inventory Project

ISSUING BODY |sponsored by the Virginia Conservation Commission under the direction of its
Division of History.

REPRODUCTION|Computer file. Richmond, Va. : Library of Virginia, 1998. 4 image files.

SUBJECT Tebbs, Willoughby.

SUBJECT Dwellings -- Virginia -- Prince William County.

SUBJECT Brick houses - Virginia -- Prince William County.

SUBJECT Schools - Virginia -- Prince William County.

SUBJECT Wine cellars -- Virginia -- Prince William County.

SUBJECT 1 irgini i

SUBJECT Prince William County (Va.) -- Social life and customs.

SUBJECT United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Hospitals.
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SUBJECT United States -- History -- Civil War, 1861-1865 -- Destruction and pillage.
SUBJECT Surveys. aat.
SUBJECT Abstracts of title -- Virginia - Prince William County. aat.

ADDED ENTRY |Callahan, Charles, informant.

ADDED ENTRY [Wheat, Robert, informant.

ADDED ENTRY |Brawner, Warfield, informant.

ADDED ENTRY |Ewell, Maud, informant.

ADDED ENTRY __|Virginia Historical Inventory Project.

ADDED ENTRY __|Virginia Conservation Commission. Division of History.

ADDED ENTRY _|United States. Works Progress Administration.
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This write-up I- a part o! lho Vlrcinil W. P.A.:
Historical Inventory Project sponsored by the ..

Virginia Conservation Commission under the

direction of its Division of History. Credit to both
the Commission and W. P. A. is requested for
publication, in whole or in part. Unless otherwise "
_stated, this information has not. bun chockod lor‘
accuracy by the- .pomr. “ i

Rasa‘arﬁh made 'by’;:
Susan R, Mortom,
llm;rket. Vircinh.'
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" Mumdy House Site. ' '
' 2. LOCATION:'

J'Oie ei-,thfﬁf a mile from Dumfries, Virgimia, om

~ .Route #1, House om morth side of the road, .

ke

DAT™:

but there is mo way of makimg sure of the date.
| i R A '

It is impossible to fimd any early records of owmer-
ship, although this was the home of Willoughby Tebbs, .
and I thimk that it was built by him, It was left to -
his widow, Betsy Tebbs, and she evidemtly sold it to
Merchamt, but I have mot beem able to fimd the record
of it, amd suppose that it is amomg the missimg records
of Primce William. : o

Georze amd Sarah Merchamt sold it im 1849 to Phimeas

" Mumdy, Deed Book 47, folio 78, amd im 1853, Deeéd Book

‘51, folio 46, is the record of additiomal lemd om

Grayson's Hill, Later, this all came imto possessiom
of the.Kinge, and remaimed im that family for years,
but was sold to Mr. C. F. Broyl4of Quantico, Virginia,

im 1936 by the Kimg estate.
DPSCRIPTIONS ~ .

 The old house iqi_il very bid'répair for some years,
. amd fimally, im a heavy gale, fell im, but it was still

standing a few years ago, amd I remember it very well,
but cammot recall. the details well emough to f£ill im
the architectural sheet, It was square, briock of Flem-
ish bomd, with white stome trim, Thére were six rooms
on the first floor, three om the secomd, amd five im
the basement, Origimally, there had beem more rooms

'om the secomd floor, but had evidemtly beem ‘altered to

make some some exoeptiomally large rooms , amd as it

. had been used as a hospital amd a school, that would
- seem likely, TR e T i 0 VT iy

- and suoh festive ooccasioss it could
~ large room. This pamelling was very .
-801d to someone im New York, for a thousamd. dollars, The
briok was likewise s0ld, amd was takem to Prederioks-

“There was a large cemter hali-vith.fdﬁoiabié-jinollin;

between that amd the drawimg room, so that for balls
be made into ome
béautiful and was' -

bur..*!?qro-yore.Ewo'double;ohinmeytfgt‘each end, amd

Yamma mantaasa- P :
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' The stome from the basememt has been used to build a most
attractive house on the same site by the preseat owaer,

There are mone of the old trees left, although until a
. few years ago there were some very large locusts standing
- that had 'beem there for mamy years. There was a terraced
gardem im fromt that has beem rebuilt by the ‘present
~ owmer, Back of the house are the lovely woods of Graysom
“ Hill, At the southwest cormer of the house is.a large
well that was probably built by the origimal onern, this
t00, has been cleamed and repaired. ,

* HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCR: : - ey

_This is ome of the old housea that was -the sceme of 80
many stirring scemes im the past, amd 80 mamy promimeat
people, who have made our heritage of history, have pass- .
ed through its doors, that im spite of the fact that -
there are few physical remaims of the old home, its at-
mosphere is felt., This was the sceme of much of D\mfries'.
gayety and hospitality. The balls held here were moted.
for their beauty, amd the belles from the meighborisg
plantatiomns amd towms came here in- coaches amd sedan
chairs. Niss Maud ®well of Haymarket, Virgimia, remembers
hearimg her gramdmother tell of goimg there dressed in -
rich ﬁ urple brocade, that had just come _im from ome of
the ships from Lomdom, amd was hastily made up for the

. oooasiom, omly to her dismay to fimd there were mo flow-

~ ers available that would blend well with her royal gowa.
Someone suggested bumches of small purple grapes that

-were growimg in a nearvy gardem, and oclusters of these
in her powdered hair, made a striking headdreas.

Washington is said to have taken tea here many times on
his r{:quent visits to Dmfries, and many other motables . .
a8 we '

1t was here that Iilloughby Tebba was shot by colonel

- Hemry Lee, amd durimg the War Betweem the States the
"house was used as a hospital, mostly by a regiment of

Texas soldiers. The Uniom Army was ‘camped back of here

all ome winter, After the war, the houae, badly damaged

was repaired amd used as a sohool. '

“A.few months ago, workmen exoavating for plunbiu to be

~ imstalled im the mew "Mumdy House”, (that is built di~

- reotly over the old cellar).were met with a geyser of

. wime, their pioks having struock . a hidden wine cellar, The

most of the bottles were brokem, but a few were saved, all
hand-blown glass with orooked neokn, that evidently dated

back to Revolutionary da.yn. : t
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8. SOUNOYS OF INPORNATION: '

Informaate: Mr. Gharles Oallahan, Commissiomer of

Revemues, Alexandria, Virginia, Mre. Robert Wheat,

‘Dumfries, Virginia, Mr. Warfeild Brawmer, Dumfries, -

- Virginia, Mr, Walter Keys, Dumfries, Virginia, and
Mies Maud %well, Haymar ot, Virginia,

Oourtlnooordpilgrthéllllinh‘cou;iy; Yirgiiin. :
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